
Congratulations 2015 Graduates! 
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The Holy Angels Class of 2015 had an opportunity to pause and reflect on their years at Holy 
Angels and look ahead to the future as they participated in the Graduation Retreat Day at the 
Inspirio (formerly TYME-OUT) Center.  

 

The rest of the junior high was also on the road that day. The sixth graders participated at the 
noon Mass at St. Josaphatõs Basilica as well as visiting the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 
and the Joan of Arc Chapel on the Marquette campus (interesting story there!). The seventh 
grade visited the basilica at Holy Hill and also delivered the Prayer Board petitions from the 
school year. 

 

Graduation Day, May 29th, began with a special breakfast sponsored by the school and pre-
pared by parents of the graduates. This was followed by an awards assembly in the gym. The 
Graduation Mass concluded with the awarding of diplomas and recognition of student accom-
plishments. The school-sponsored reception was held after Mass in the Walnut Room. 7th 
grade Room Parents, with the help of the 7th graders, prepared the reception. The celebration 
continued after the reception with a dance in the Cedar Room. The graduates also planned a 
fun trip to Wisconsin Dells the following week. 

 

We wish the graduating Class of 2015 many blessings as they move on to high school. We hope 
that they will take the lessons and values that they learned at Holy Angels and make a positive 
impact on our world. Congratulation! 
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 FROM THE DESK OF MIKE STERNIG  

Greetingsé 

  

Although every school year is special, the 2014-15 school year is extraordinary because itõs the 150th year that 
Holy Angels School is providing a Catholic education for the families of our parish community.  The calcula-
tion of this milestone has been a bit difficult because of the murky historical evidence about the school.  

  

The commemorative booklet published when the new building was dedicated in 1963 indicated the earliest rec-
ord of Holy Angels School:  òA notice in the West Bend newspaper in February of 1866 made the following 
reference: ôThe building committee of the Catholic Congregation of West Bend is to meet at the Catholic School 
house at West Bendõ. The location of this first Catholic school is not known.ó 

  

Using my minimal skills in logic and mathematics, this quote seems to indicate that there was a Catholic school in West Bend (different than 
Barton) for the 1865-66 school year. Because no earlier record has been found, the 1865-66 school year is assumed to be the first. That 
would make the current school year the 150théwhat a milestone! 

  

Speaking of milestones, our parish will be celebrating the 100th anniversary of our current church building with a special Mass on June 20th, 
at 4:00pm. Even Archbishop Jerome Listecki will be joining us for this special event.  

   

Looking to the future, the ònew school buildingó is about 50 years old and in many ways it shows! An ad hoc committee has been looking at 
ways to upgrade our physical plant so that it can provide a suitable learning environment for another 50 years. With the help of a consultant, 
preliminary plans have been created and the project has been given the ògreen lightó to proceed from the appropriate parish committees.  The 
plan includes everything from simple painting to replacing cabinets to upgrading plumbing and sinks, and from replacing lockers to improving 
lighting, sound and ceiling in the gym.  Of course there is a price tag for all of this. Weõll keep you posted as we move forward.  If you have an 
interest in this area, give me a call!  

 

Iõve really enjoyed looking back at old graduation photos, yearbooks and even school board minutes. What a great heritage we have here. Iõve 
also enjoyed hearing and reading the many stories and memories of the past. Iõm enthused about the many stories that are yet to come here at 
Holy Angels. And Iõm thankful that God has blessed me with the opportunity to be part of something so awesome! 

 

On the homefront (alumni tell me they enjoy this), weõve welcomed another granddaughter to the Sternig Family which now has 8 girls and 3 
boys (Iõm still trying to get used to pink!). This summer Iõm hoping to continue to bike a lot on the Eisenbahn Trail to get my knee moving 
and youõll find me at Whistling Straits as a volunteer during the PGA Championship again. Linda has been in seventh heaven with all of 
the grandkids! Mattõs still involved in all sorts of parish stuff; Mark is constantly finding new ways to make technology do his bidding; Luke 
is overwhelmed (but loving it) by three girls under two years old; and Johnõs been enjoying living calmly and naturally with the three ladies in 
his life. 

 

Hope to see you at the Festival of Angelséenjoy your free beverage on me. Or stop by the food stand and say òhióéIõll probably be fryinõ 

on Saturday and Sunday.  

  

                                                                                                         Peace be with you, 

        Mike Sternig 

 

 

 

 



Mrs. Bishop Retires 
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As Holy Angels looks ahead to the 2015-16 school year, there will be several staff changes.  First of all, Lin-
da Bishop will be retiring after teaching at Holy Angels since 1993. She began at HAS teaching K4 before 
moving to second grade in 2002. Mrs. Bishop has been the òpartner teacheró with several other second 
grade teachers over the years. She has provided a constant loving care over the years to the second graders 
of our school.  We thank her for sharing her gifts with our school community and wish her the best as she 
begins to enjoy the next phase of her life! 

 

Tech coordinator Diana Stadler will be pursuing other opportunities next year which will allow her to be 
closer to her home in Fond du lac.  Spanish teacher Jamie Brettingen, who is expecting a baby in early fall, 
will not be returning and a new Spanish teacher is being sought. 

 

For the 2015-16 school year, the òmusical chairsó begin with Sheila Tranel teaching second grade with sup-
port from Tracey Nowack. Linda Doll moves back to third grade while Jody Bender teaches fourth grade 
again. Patty Arndt will join Chris Thelen at fifth grade. The fourth and fifth grades will see some depart-
mentalization to utilize some specific teaching talents at those levels. Phylis Gibbon will be the new coordi-
nator of technology and work with classes and teachers in the integration of technology and learning.   



Olympic Day 
 

As another school year came to a close, Holy Angels students prepared (not really) for their participation in 
the 34th annual Holy Angels Olympic Day. This event was scheduled for Monday, June 1st and the Holy 
Angels playground was filled with activity. The first part of the morning was set aside to clean out lockers 
and desks (recall those days?). 

 

This yearõs celebration again included events such as the limbo/high jump, water relay, obstacle course, 
speed pitch, long jump, òbagsó, and free throws. Of course, a couple of running events gave the speedsters 
a chance to show their stuff! 
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FISH FRY AND RAFFLE SUCCESS 
This yearõs Famous Friday Fish Fry and Gifts from the Heart Raffle enjoyed the blessings of sunny (but cool) 
weather and big crowds.  The success of the entire evening is really a tribute to the efforts of many people who 
gave of their time and talent.   

 

The Fish Fry served a record 1217 dinners, including pasta and take-outs.  That just surpassed last year when we 
reached the 1168 mark!  The addition of wine, beer and soda was again well-received, especially when you could 
enjoy a cold one while in line! But the real stars were the all-you-can eat cod, sides and dessert tables, and the 
extended dining area. The fish fry made over $6000 for our school. 

 

This yearõs Gifts from the Heart Raffle offered well over 125 raffle 
items.  The Silent Auction included several autographed sports memo-
rabilia which were generously donated by teams and through individu-
al efforts. The Classroom Baskets provided a wonderful assortment of 
creative themes! One of the most popular items again this year was the 
half-year tuition which was provided by an anonymous family. The 
Gifts from the Heart Raffle topped last year and generated over 
$16,000 for the Instructional Budgeté.WOW!!!  
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INTRAMURAL SOFTBALL 
The Holy Angels Intramural Slowpitch Softball League completed its 34th season. The co-ed program 
for seventh and eighth graders has been played on the school parking lot which creates many interesting 
plays. The after-school sporting/social event has emphasized participation and fun and is not for the se-
rious competitor!  Instead, the league has provided an opportunity for some springtime enjoyment, trips 
to Candyman, and good-natured competition. Mike Sternig and Mitch Draxler again took on the umpire 
and official scorer duties with players randomly choosing batting orders each game. 

 

This yearõs teams included: TEAM A - Jack Wiedmeyer, Kelsey Schommer, Katie Albrecht, Abby Tri-
nastic, MiKenna Sterr, Cassidy Chemer, Matt Bonertz, Anna Frey, Isabel Sadownikow, Chase Melstrand, 
and McKenzie Zywicki. TEAM B - Sam Stanek. Megan Tennies, Eli Tranel, Morgan Hanrahan, Sydney 
Spaeth, Anna Schneeberger, Julia Keegan, Maddie Rettler, Michaela Carey, Grace Peplinski, and Keghan 
Tighe. TEAM C - Tyler Wendelborn, Kaya Faehling, PJ Dahlberg, Liesel Myers, Aidan Schmidt, Katelyn 
Matenaer, Katie Hayes, Elise Sturn, Mackenzie Jossart, and Logan Birchbauer.  

CHESS CLUB FINISHES WITH STALEMATE 
 

This yearõs Chess Club again included more than just the annual tournament.  Paul Myers volunteered to help novice 
chess players understand the game and provide opportunities for more experienced players to discover some new strat-
egies.  This yearõs club members met for several weeks over the past couple of months.  This yearõs tournament con-
cluded the season with pool play and championship matches on April 7th and 9th. 

 

At the Good Knights (novice) level, fifth grader Joe Held defeated fourth grader Mickey Edwards to take first place 
honors. Third grader Cade Kohnen took third place.  

 

Among the advanced players, there were several interesting and extended final matches. As others looked on, fourth 
grader Mia Sallinen and second grader Gabe Guminski played to a stalemate and shared third place honors in the 
Mighty Rooks division. Previously, in the battle for Grand Master honors, eighth grader Liesel Myers claimed the title 
by holding off classmate Anna Frey who earned the Master title in this yearõs tournament.         
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The annual Grandparents for Lunch Day was again held in spring to the satisfaction of the many grandparents 
who came. The special guests were welcomed by members of the Student Council and most met their grandchil-
dren in the lunchroom with something special from a local fast food restaurant. Students and grandparents were 
treated to ice cream for dessert served by the PAC. The PAC also provided coffee and juice. 

Following lunch, students gave their guests a quick tour of their classrooms.  Grandparents were then invited to 
the Cedar Room where the HA Chorus provided some entertainment. Many grandparents continued to catch up 
with acquaintances from the past and it was remarkable to note the number of multiple-generation families that are 
part of the school community. Earlier in the day, grandparents of the 3K and 4K students enjoyed some fun and 
entertainment with their grandchildren. 

COMBINED PROMOTIONS 
 

During the past year, representatives from Holy Angels, St. Maryõs and St. Frances Cabrini have been meeting to work 
together in promoting our three schools in the West Bend community. The overall theme is òWest Bend Catholic 
Schools: The Good News in Educationó and a website has been created to provide links to all three schools: 
www.WestBendCatholicSchools.org 

 

The first combined event was the West Bend Christmas Parade. The efforts resulted in a float and many walkers who 
braved the cold night but got the message into the community.  For Catholic Schools Week, the schools came together 
to place ads in the Daily News.  The following week saw a presence at the Celebrate Families event at the Fair Grounds 
where information about the West Bend Catholic schools was distributed. 

 

This summer, each school will be providing yard signs which promote Catholic education in West Bend. The signs are 
similar in messaging but unique for each school.  One of the goals is to present a unifying image of Catholic education in 
the area.  It would be great to see all three signs lining the streets of West Bend!  Contact the school office if youõd like 
one. 

 

Also, during the summer Farmers Market, the three schools will have a booth to further promote the Catholic schools in 
West Bend.  The dates are June 20th, July 18th and August 8th.  All three schools have had an impact on the West Bend 
community and will continue to be the ògood newsó in education. 

Grandparents for Lunch 
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http://www.WestBendCatholicSchools.org

