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As Pope Francis traveled through parts of  the country, Holy Angels stu-
dents followed his every move.  A hallway display provides some infor-
mation about the popeõs background and a glimpse of whose teachings 
influence him and his messages to the world. 

Students also took photos and òselfiesó with "Flat Francis" in a variety of 
locations.  The òFlat Francisó comes from the children's story of Flat 
Stanley. Flat Francis has been found with our students in many locations 
in the area (and beyond).  The real Francis probably has more air miles 
on his log though! 

The second graders recently put on their best "Francis Face" as they en-
joyed a pope-sicle in honor of  his visit to the United States. Fourth grade 
students began one day with pope-tarts!  Junior high students also dis-
covered 24 Interesting Facts about Pope Francis in reading.  

Holy Angels Messenger 



P A G E  2  From the Desk of Mr. Sternig é     
 Greetingsé 

The beginning of the 2015-16 school year found familiar teachers in unfa-
miliar places.  Starting with the retirement of second grade teacher Linda Bishop, there 
was a òmusical chairsó of sorts with the teaching staff. Fourth grade teacher Sheila Tranel 
moved to second grade; fourth grade teacher Linda Doll returned to third grade; fifth 
grade teacher Jody Bender moved to fourth grade; junior high staff member Patty Arndt  
went to fifth grade; and third grade teacher Phylis Gibbon took on the technology roleé
got all of that?? Iõm still trying to remember whoõs where as I walk into classrooms! 

Our theme this year is: òBy our Works...We Show our Faithó. Our inspiration comes from the New Testament.  
When Jesus gathered his closest friends just before his passion, he talked about the final judgment: òWhatever 
you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.ó  And further: òWhatever you did not do for 
one of these least ones, you did not do for me.ó We are called to be more than just people of faith...we are 
called to be people of action. In the New Testament Letter of James, we hear: òI will demonstrate my faith to 
you from my works...faith without works is dead.ó   

 

During the 2015-16 school year, students will be reflecting on the Works of Mercy and creating opportunities 
to demonstrate their faith through their actions.  The first quarter focus is òfeed the hungryó. During the sec-
ond quarter there will be efforts to òclothe the nakedó. Students will seek ways to òshelter the homelessó dur-
ing the third quarter. During the fourth quarter, students will òvisit the sickó in our community. 

It seems like a really busy year so far since we started later than usual and I always feel like Iõm a week behind.  
Thereõs been a flurry of activity as we look at ways to upgrade our fifty-year-old building to continue to pro-
vide a premier learning environment for our students.  Youõll be hearing more about this in the coming 
weeks. 

Our after-school robotics program has recently begun for another year.  Itõs fun to see students engaged in 
problem-solving and the engineering and construction of machines that actually accomplish tasks.  Of course, 
all of our junior high students participate in the Project: Lead the Way pre-engineering curriculum as part of 
their science classes. Weõre currently working on ways to utilize a 3-D printer in the actual making of objects 
designed in the CAD lab. 

There are lots of things that keep this place busy after school with volleyball practices (soon to switch to bas-
ketball), band practices (I enjoyed seeing some of our recent graduates recently playing with the WBHS 
Band), HA Chorus practices, and gatherings of the HAS-HOPE service club.  In a few weeks the FAD team 
will begin designing and creating scenery for the Christmas Performance (already?). All is great to see!! 

Finally, hereõs the usual òSternig Updateó for those I meet (in the strangest places) and indicate that they en-
joy reading the latesténothing new since the last issue!  However, the grandchildren keep growing and we 
now have three enrolled at HAS. Up in Packerland, Markõs kids are at Resurrection with their oldest graduat-
ing this year (ouch!).  Linda keeps very busy with the five youngest grand-daughters (weõve got the toys out 
again) and Iõm still trying to get my knees in shape by biking on the Eisenbahn Trail. Matt and I enjoyed vol-
unteering at the PGA Championship during the summer and weõve been invited to help at the upcoming US 
Open. 

I always enjoy bumping into former students and marveling at the many different directions people have tak-
en. I hope that youõll take a moment or two and drop me an update in an email. Iõd love to hear about your 
exploits and where life has taken you! 

Peace be with you, 

Mike Sternig 



 

Camp Gray 
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The sixth graders recently participated in the Environmental Stewardship Program at Camp 
Gray near Wisconsin Dells.  The students saw nature close-up as they traveled through vari-
ous woodlands, prairies, and marshes. During the eco-rotations, participants learned about 
invasive species, the length of time it takes different materials to decompose (if at all), the val-
ue of wetlands, and the life of a stream. The overnight experience provided opportunities for 
fun and also time for quiet reflection and prayer. 

 

James Bohn ñfelt the presence of God when I saw his beautiful creationò during the Solo Hike. 
He also enjoyed the Exstream Hike where students walked in a creek and even saw some 
trout.  Those sentiments were echoed by Hannah Schroeder who ñwas looking at the things 
God created and I wasnôt by any technology.ò Others also discovered a greater awareness of 
God in creation. 

 

Joe Held noted that he ñlearned more about plants and how long it takes things to decompose, 
like the plastic bottle.ò He made a commitment to be a good steward ñby respecting Godôs cre-
ation and leave it better than it was.ò 

 

Finally, Owen Schmidt thought that he would try òto start a compost bin at my house and recy-
cle more often.ò 


