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Greetings, 
 

“The winter weather has been rather kind to us again this year”...oops, that’s how I began last year’s Family 
Newsletter for February. This year actually looks like a typical winter in Wisconsin! 

 

Thanks to members of the HAS-PAC for their efforts in planning this year’s kick-off to Catholic Schools 
Week. There was so much fun to go around with dodgeball, balloons, Kohl’s Color Wheel, board games, and 
FREE supper courtesy of Texas Roadhouse!  The willingness of a few to coordinate the details make it possible 
for everyone to have a good time as families and friends.  

 

The Kindergarten RoundUp (that’s K3, K4 and K5) on Sunday morning was wonderful gather of young fami-
lies looking to enroll in these important programs in our school.  The level of interest indicates that our programs 
will quickly fill this year.  Parents interested in the K5 program are reminded to submit all of the necessary forms 
by the February 15th deadline.  

 

We encourage current school families to continue to provide a terrific “network” for any new families and 
those still searching for a community like HA!  If you have neighbors and friends with school-age children, pass 
the word about Holy Angels, invite them to join our learning faith community. At the Open House, I met with 
families who will be joining us in the coming weeks and those who are planning to transfer next year. 

 

The frigid weather of this past week certainly made this year’s Catholic Schools Week a memorable ocas-
sion.  The Catholic Quiz Bowl was re-scheduled for Friday and still provided some interesting answers to a wide 
range of questions about our faith, traditions and practices.  On Tuesday, it was really great to see so many vol-
unteers sharing their career stories. At the junior high level, students were challenged to begin thinking seri-
ously about possible career choices as they prepared resumes and participated in job interviews. 

 

My personal highlight of the week was “calling off school for the principal’s birthday”!  Way back in time, 
pastors used to call off school for their birthday or nameday (for their patron saint) without any advanced notice 
to parents. Like I said, “wa-a-a-y back in time”.  Wednesday and Thursday brought back personal memories of 
band gigs in 1982 when the temperature reached –25 and –26 on two consecutive January weekends. 

 

The student-favorite Fun4All had to be cancelled along with the city-wide Mass with Bishop Schuerman as 
the preside. Both plan to be re-scheduled.  At this time it looks like Fun4All will take place on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 13th.  We’ll use the original signups and permission forms for that event. If there is a concern with using 
your originally-dated permission form, please contact the school office. 

 

The School Committee and the Finance and Pastoral Councils have been working on the budget for 2019-
20 and we hope to be able to begin the re-enrollment process in the coming weeks.  The task has been made 
easier by the hard work and decisions that have been made over the past several years to “right size” our 
school to meet the needs of our parish members.  The task has become more complicated by the sunset of the 
Stehling Project which has provided a significant level of financial support for technology and student services. 

 

          Peace be with you, 

                                                                                                            Mike Sternig 
 

P.S.  What a wonderful surprise!!!  At today’s student-faculty basketball game, I was presented with a check for 
$767.67 which was the result of contributions from students. They gave various amounts having a “67” in 
them...so that’s how the K5 students knew how old I was!  The money is being donated to Catholic Relief Ser-
vices in my name.  I couldn’t be more excited by the gift!!! THANK YOU!  By the way, the students beat the fac-
ulty, the Dance Squads were terrific, the first graders were “old”, and students know too many commercials! 



ncea distinguished graduate honored 

top spellers participate in local bee 
This year’s annual Spelling Bee was held on January 16th and featured some of the top spellers from 

grades two through eight. Students were challenged with common words and some that are simply not simple 
to spell. The following students participated in this year’s competition… 

Primary participants included: Dylan Doll, Elin Winkler, Gianna Reisweber, Harper Elliott, Addison 
Schrauth, Liam Biertzer, Connor Worth, Brody Demmer, Austin Oliver, Jake Behn, Ryan Friemel, Juliana 
Kroening, Daley Rabideaux, Aiden Gundrum, Nikolas Guminski, Carsen Isselman, Joey Kohnen, Maddie 
Barnes, Leo Haddorff, and Alex Kandel. 

At the intermediate level, the following students competed: Kaedan Altendorf, Stella Gardner, Liam 
Schmidt, Shaelyn Hagel, Mia Davies, Abby Glaszcz, Jack Kohnen, Melanie Sopkowicz, Kaitlyn Wendelborn, 
Rylee Faehling, Violet Zier, Elliot Weber, Natalie Walter, Olivia Daute, Greta Friemel, Mitchell Birchbauer, 
Jaylee Heinen, Laney Gergenson, Grace Barnett, and Emily Cegielski. 

Junior High spellers included: Maddee Bell, Gabe Guminski, Henry Peplinski, Olivia Worth, Grace Peters, 
Jack Dahlberg, Lyra Keegan, Maya Beistle, Sam Ciriacks, Georgia Haddorff, Brady Barnes, Lorna Bonertz, 
Emelia Guse, Hailey Kiefer, Megan Minz, Bryce Barnett, Briannah Busch, Teagan Cole, Tess Laforest, Maria 
Olson, Nora Walter, Nick Paul, Mason Peters, Amber Georgenson, Macey Steier, Olivia Walker, Tyler 
Tennies, Caroline Peplinski, Jordan Clark, and Jack Sadownikow.  

Maddie Barnes and Jake Behn were the top two spellers at the primary level. For the intermediate level, 
Rylee Faehling took top honors with Violet Zier as the runner-up. 

The last two standing in the competition at the junior high level were Caroline Peplinski and Jordan Clark. 
Caroline outlasted Jordan in our local contest to claim top honors. 

They will both represent Holy Angels at the Lumen Alliance Spelling Bee on February 21st.  They will 
compete with students from Catholic schools in Washington and Dodge counties. 
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With the celebration of Catholic Schools Week each year, Holy Angels pauses to recognize past students 
with the National Catholic Educational Association’s Distinguished Graduate Award.  The school’s mission 
statement begins with the words: “We belong to a Catholic community which gathers together to proclaim the 
gospel, serve others and praise God”. This year’s distinguished graduate has taken the call to “serve others” 
to heart and has provided a shining example of what service entails. 

       This year’s recipient is Pamela M. Felix Bollen, a member of the Graduating Class of 1978. 
       Pam has been active in parish life in a variety of capacities.  In the 1970s and 
early 80s, she worked with her parents and other family members in areas such 
as the Archbishop’s Fund Appeal (now the Catholic Stewardship Appeal) and 
Holy Angels parish festival (now the Festival of Angels). Most recently she has 
stepped forward to coordinate the Holy Angels Gift Shop. 
In the late 80s and early 90s, she was active in the West Bend Junior Women’s 
club and the St. Joseph Hospital Auxiliary where she coordinated a baby car seat 
program. 
At Holy Angels School, this year’s recipient has been a Room Parent for most of 

the 28 years that she had children attending our school. She has been active as a playground volunteer, 
health room caregiver, and hot lunch volunteer. She has also been found giving time to the Gifts from the 
Heart Raffle, Meals on Wheels, Magazine Sale, SCRIP, Annual Fund Drive and Alumni Coordination. 
Although her children have now all graduated, she continues to serve our school as the chair of the 
Development Committee and as the go-to-person for almost any copying needs that teachers send her way! 

In receiving the award, Pam made it clear (in her words) that: “Being of service to others is a privilege. My 
Catholic education has taught me love of God and neighbor, respect for others and self.” 

throat blessing tradition 
The Feast of St. Blaise is traditionally celebrated on February 3rd each year. On Saint Blaise Day, it is a 

practice for people to have their throats blessed. The Blessing of the Throats will be part of classroom 
prayers throughout the day at Holy Angels with teachers blessing their students. We are reminded in the 
blessing that our throats, our voices are special gifts from God and should be used to more closely follow 
Him, speak His praises, and bring God’s love to others by our actions AND our words! 



celebrating valentine tradition “on the day” Page 3 

Although everyone seems to know that Valentine’s Day is February 14th, most of the annual Valentine’s 
Parties at Holy Angels have been held on other days.  However, this year’s celebration of the long-standing 
tradition will actually be celebrated on February 14th! 

This year’s celebration will begin at 11:00am with over 20 booths and games. Each of the homerooms, 
several “special” teachers, and the Student Council are sponsoring an 
attraction as students and parents help decorate and run each booth. 
Games typically cost 25¢ or 50¢ to play. 

Attractions include: the world famous Cake Walk, Fish Pond, Lollipop 
Tree, the ever-popular Ring-a-Can-of-Soda, Tic Tac Toe, Football Toss, 

Bingo, Toss Across, and the World’s 
Best Valentine’s Day Raffle. Free 
Throws for Fun returns this year with a 
prize for every player. The  Jumping 
Jupiter, which is being provided by 
Tennies Ace Hardware, returns for more thrills and spills (not too many). 
For safety purposes, students may not jump into, onto or through others 
during this activity. 
This year will again feature a very special raffle with five $100-value prizes. 
Thanks to a generous (and anonymous) donor, there will be a special raffle 
booth and five winners will be picked for a $100 credit toward tuition and 

fees. 
At around 1:45pm, students will return to their homerooms so that the areas used for the Valentine’s Party 

can be undecorated. Parents are asked to lend a hand in cleaning up 
the gym, Walnut Room and Cedar Room. The raffle drawings will then 
take place in the gym and Cedar Room followed by dismissal. 

       Students in the three-year-old kindergarten and four-year-old 
kindergarten are also invited to join the fun, however, parents must 
accompany their children. Orders for lunch have already been placed; 
those who did not place an order are urged to bring a bag lunch.  
Some food items will be available for purchase.  

       Parents are reminded to send their donations of cakes and 
soda to school on the day of the 
party. Families may still donate 
items for the Valentine’s Day Raffle. Simply send your item to the school 
office (marked “Valentine Party”) by February 5th. We are always in need 
of items for junior high students. 
       The annual event has a colorful past which continues to evoke 
scores of memories for Holy Angels graduates as former students still 
talk about slides down the fire escape!  
       Throughout its history, the Valentine’s Party has provided funds for a 

number of missions, charities and other needs as chosen by the Student Council. This year, a portion of the 
proceeds will be used to help support Seeds of Hope, the Ronald McDonald House, Rawhide, and Doctors 
Without Borders. 

basketball potluck and awards 
The 2018-19 basketball season is quickly coming to an end (after three months of intense action!). The 

annual Potluck Supper and Award Banquet will be held on Monday, February 25th, beginning at 6:00pm.  Par-
ents will be receiving invitations (please RSVP right away) and directions regarding what to bring in the com-
ing weeks.  

The event provides an opportunity to share a meal together and recognize the many efforts that made the 
basketball season a success in a variety of ways. Holy Angels graduates are also featured each year as guest 
speakers. 

Many thanks to Texas Roadhouse for providing the main course! 
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all sorts of interesting odds and ends… 
Geography Bee Searches the World… 

The annual Geography Bee will be held on Wednesday, February 27th.  The event features challenging 
questions about the physical planet, geo-political features, famous sites, and more.  Participants (and the au-
dience) will try to come up with the correct answers to questions posed in a variety of ways.  

Of course the Geography Bee will begin with a round of questioning about one specific topic such as “All 
About Alaska”.  The Geography Bee begins at 1:10pm in the gym.  Thanks again to Mrs. Walker for organiz-
ing this year’s Bee. Good luck participants!! 
8th Grade Course Selection… 

Holy Angels eighth graders planning to attend West Bend East or West High School will be meeting with 
counselors on Tuesday, February 5th, at Holy Angels.  Students will submit their course selections for fresh-
man year and briefly discuss academic plans with the counselors. 
Optimist Award… 

Congratulations to Delanie Heinen who was recently recognized at the Optimist Club’s Student of the 
Month for January. Delanie and her parents were invited to the organization’s noon luncheon where Delanie 
was presented with her award. She provided the members with some informa-
tion about herself and future plans. Delanie also responded to a wide range of 
questions from the group as she represented our school with dignity and charm. 

In it’s recommendation to the Optimist Club, the junior high staff provided 
the following:  

“Delanie fits the criteria for this award very well.  She is a cheerful and ener-
getic person who really does see the good in others and roots for their success.  
Further, she is very involved in our school and in the community.  Service is 
very important-in the community, she is a Girl Scout, helped at Camp Super-
hero, and been a Safety Town volunteer.   

“Within our school, she is involved in nearly every organization she could be.  She is a member of the ser-
vice organization known as the Hope Club, an important part of the yearbook and broadcasting clubs, has 
helped design the sets for the Christmas performance, serves at church, and she is on the safety patrol.  

“She does well in school and is willing to help classmates, and her teachers have never heard her say a 
cross word to anyone.  Delanie very much fits the qualities that the Optimist Club looks to promote.” 
FSEA Continues with More Excitement… 

Looking to the future (because February is a short month) the last of the three-week series in this year’s 
Future Scientists and Engineers of America will begin after school on March 7th with “Chemistry for the Faint 
of Herat” with instructor Gary Held. Participants will be discovering all sorts of chemical oddities.  

This year’s FSEA program is offered to students in grades four through six.  In the last series with  instruc-
tor Brian Hubbard, the final session had participants applying a variety of techniques to create mechanical ad-
vantage in lifting objects. Members built a small-scale scissors-jack which was powered with a hydraulic pis-
ton. Now if they could only build a life-size model for the gym…! 
Iowa Testing... 

This year’s Iowa and Cognitive Abilities Testing will begin on March 4th.  Students in grades thre, five and 
seven will be taking both series of tests which measure abilities and level of achievement.  Second grade stu-
dents will be taking a more limited survey test of ability in order to provide a basic baseline. 

Although winter has finally set in and spring might seem far off, it’s not too soon to check your closets, 
attics, storage rooms, and garages for gently used items you no longer need.  Your unwanted items will help 
us turn a profit for our school when you donate them to the 6th Annual Holy Angels Rummage Sale which 
will take place Saturday and Sunday, March 30th and 31st in the Walnut Room.  Previous rummage sales 
combined have generated over $30,000 profit for Holy Angels School!  Specific donation dates and times will 
be announced in early March and will be sent home with your family’s contact person. 

Please note that we are unable to accept: cribs, car seats, computers, encyclopedias, major appliances, 
mattresses, horizontal blinds, TVs, tires, chemicals, and opened paint or stain cans. 

Interested in helping to make this day a success?  Please contact Kristin Walker at 262-271-6159 or 
Kristin@walkers5.net.  This is a great opportunity for high school students who need service hours. 

rummage sale to return…cheers!!! 
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march 15th is coming: fish and gifts   

This is the 30th Year of the Gifts from the Heart Raffle!  We have again been blessed with many extraordi-
nary donations from our Holy Angels community.  You’ll be amazed as you sit down and page through the 
raffle booklets which will be coming home in the weeks to come with your contact person (if your contact per-
son is doing the job!). If you do not receive yours or need additional booklets for family and friends, they will 
be available in the church entrance, the school office, and several local 
businesses and offices.  

Prizes include: 2 different Colorado Condo vacations; Cash prizes; 
HA semester tuition; Smart TV; Various home electronics (smart thermo-
stat, AirPods, google homes, Amazon Echo etc.); Zoo membership; 

Tickets to Brewers game; many gift 
cards from area stores and restau-
rants; and many other fantastic 
prizes. Truly something for every-
one! You may just want to set some extra money aside for this year’s 
event!  
       Remember Raffle tickets can be purchased in the gym and placed in 
the appropriate bucket only on the day of the event.  Because of current 
rules regarding raffles, winners 
need to be present at the drawing 
to claim their prize (or simply des-

ignate someone to accept your prize for you...Mr. Sternig might be a 
trustworthy person). Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. 

There will again be a special Silent Auction Event during the Gifts 
From the Heart Raffle for gift baskets prepared by the various grade lev-
els and other unique items.  Spirited bidding will result in a terrific item 
for someone (and some needed funds for our school).  The top bidder 

for each item will be announced during the evening. Many thanks to 
everyone who has offered items for this year’s raffle!  
       This year’s Famous Friday Fish Fry will again offer a terrific menu, 
including the delicious fried and baked fish, that will keep people coming 
back each year.  The entire Wal-
nut Room and Cedar Room com-
plex will provide ample seating for 
an all-you-can-eat fish fry.  The 
homemade dessert selection will 
be immense! The large venue will 
provide a more leisurely dining 

experience before diners move on to the excitement of the Gifts from 
the Heart Raffle.  The Carry-Out line will continue to provide fast take-
home service. 

Remember, the drawings for the raffle will begin at 8:00pm.  Watch for your raffle books in the weeks to 
come and mark your calendar for Friday, March 15th for the Holy Angels Famous Friday Fish Fry and Gifts 
from the Heart Raffle. Be sure to tell your friends! 

The teachers at Holy Angels have continued to inform parents regarding their child’s progress in school.  
Throughout the first semester, teachers have been sending home information about what is going on in 
school...academic topics, homework and project information, special events, etc.   

Student grades have been posted online by teachers using StandardScore and many parents have been 
keeping up-to-date regarding their child’s progress. 

On the evening of February 5th, teachers will be available from 4:00 until 6:00pm for parents who have 
requested a second Parent/Student/Teacher Conference. These P/S/T2 Conferences are provided to give 
parents an opportunity to meet with classroom teachers if there is a continuing concern about a student.  

p/s/t2 coming after report cards 
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41st annual basketball classic concludes  

The 41st annual Holy Angels Basketball Classic was again played in two sessions this year...eighth 
grade, followed by seventh grade. The eighth grade Classic featured a six-team pool play format. Emerging 
from round robin pool play, St. Mary (Menomonee Falls) and Christ King (Wauwatosa) squared off in the 
championship game, with Christ King winning on a three-point shot with 1.8 seconds remaining, 35-34! 

Holy Angels was overpowered by St. Mary’s in pool play, 53-11. The 
Royals were defeated by St. Francis Borgia in an overtime nail-biter, 48-45.   
Sam Wiedmeyer led the Royals in scoring with 14 points, followed by Cal 
Stanek (9) and Jackson Davies (8) who went 4×4 from the line. 

The Royals easily defeated St. Kilian in the Saturday finals, 34-20, to 
claim fifth place. In that game, eight players scored with Bryce Barnett and 
Matt Zier each tallying six points. 

Final 8th grade standings: 1st-Christ King; 2nd-St. Mary; 3rd-St. Boni-
face; 4th-St. Francis Borgia; 5th-Holy Angels; and 6th-St. Kilian. 

The seventh grade division of this year's HA Classic also featured six 
teams participating in two pools to determine matchups for the champion-
ship round. Holy Angels did not have a team at the seventh grade level 
and simply played the role of host school. 
        In pool play during the week, St. Alphonsus emerged with wins over 
St. Boniface and St. Jude, while Cabrini posted wins against St. Mary-
Menomonee Falls and Good Shepherd. In the championship game, 
Cabrini jumped out to a 11-4 lead which they maintained en route to a 52-
44 victory. 
     Final 7th grade standings: 1st-Cabrini; 2nd– St. Alphonsus; 3rd-St. 
Mary-MF; 4th-St. Boniface; 5th– St Jude; and 6th-Good Shepherd. 

Thanks to everyone who: helped with the tournament booklet (especially the sponsors); worked in the 
concessions area, admissions and shootout table; announced and scored the games; or served as security 
and cleanup.  Our gratitude goes out to Mountain Outfitters for again providing a bike for the Halftime Shoot-
out. Special thanks to members of the Athletic Committee for their countless hours of service. 

The annual Catholic Quiz Bowl needed to be re-scheduled during this year’s frigid Catholic Schools Week.   
On Friday, two teams were formed from students in each school level.  The format of the event centered 
around students answering questions about Catholic faith and doctrine, vocabulary, Scripture and practices.   

Teams received two points if the student could answer the question without assistance; one point if the 
student asks for possible choices. Participants rotated giving each team member several opportunities to 

answer questions. 
At the primary level, the participants included: Jadyn Assmann, Evan 
Waech, Ben Sadownikow, Joey Dorow, Claire Etzel, Zander Ruhland, Austin 
Oliver, Connor Worth, Dylan Doll, Addison Schrauth, Nikolas Guminski, 
Leah Weber, Joey Kohnen, Juliana Kroening, Carsen Isselman, Ryan 
Friemel, Jack Walter, Ryan Held, Izzie Birchbauer, and Meghan Nagel. 
Many of the students “took the risk” and attempted to answer their question 
without a choice. 

The intermediate level competition saw many ties and lead changes throughout the event, which included:  
Max Dahlberg, Mia Davies, Stella Gardner, Abby Glaszcz, Shaelyn Hagel, Emmalee Heniadis, Madeline 
Klausmeier, Jack Kohnen, Melanie Sopkowicz, Kaitlyn Wendelborn, Addisyn Gundrum, Elli Schrauth, Mikey 
Held, Morgan Winkler, Abby Lieffring, Laila Hertel, Layla Reichenberger, Evelyn Laforest, Aiden 
Schneeberger, and Benjamin Schroeder. 

Teams based on eighth grade homerooms (and others) competed at the junior high level. Team Breunig... 
Caroline Peplinski, Tyler Tennies, Fiona Shaw, Tadd Jamieson, Emma Hertel, Megan Minz, Tyler Sternig,  
Olivia Worth, Jeremy Dorow, Teagan Cole, Jack Dahlberg, and Maddee Bell. Team Anhalt...  Ellie Eckert, 
Sam Wiedmeyer, Allie Glaszcz, Nick Paul, Lorna Bonertz, Olivia Klausmeier, Maria Olson, Kate Wiedmeyer, 
Grace Spartz, Rachel Nagel, Gabriel Guminski, and Samuel Ciriacks.  In the final round, students were not 
able to come up with the correct answer to some school trivia questions, with Team Anhalt coming out on top. 

catholic quiz bowl delayed by frigid weather 
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